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Disposition of Claims 
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DETAILED ACTION 

This office action is in response to applicant's amendment filed 11/14/2005. Claims 1-18 
are still pending in this office action. Claims 32-33 have been added in the application. 

Information Disclosure Statement 

The information disclosure statement (IDS) submitted on 1 1/14/2005 is in 
compliance with the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .97. Accordingly, the information disclosure 
statement is being considered by the examiner. 

The amendment filed on 1 1/14/05 has been entered in the file. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

Claims 2-4 recite the limitation "first data structure". There is insufficient 
antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

Claims 7-8 recite the limitation "said identifier". There is insufficient antecedent 
basis for this limitation in the claim. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 
The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1-18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 

Jansen et al. US patent number 6,243,450 (Applicants' IDS) in view of Jacobson US 

patent Number 6,488,205. 
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As per claims 1 and 5, Jansen teaches a method of accessing a web page from a 
publicly accessible internet device (see fig 1, col. 1 lines 19-24), 
comprising: presenting an object to said device (a credit card is inserted by 
user in the device, col. 10 line 8); sensing said object (card reader, 30 fig 
4) ; decoding data produced by said optical sensor to yield an object 
identifier (the card reader presents a code to the microprocessor indicating 
that a credit card has been inserted in order to identify/select a payment 
method, col. 10 lines 8-15); consulting a data structure associated to 
determine whether a web page corresponding to said object identifier is among 
those sponsored by a third party, so that user access to such web page is 
permitted without charge (col. 10 lines 1-6; col. 12 lines 34-40, the sponsor 
(advertiser or third party) allows the user to access the web free of charge 
for a preset amount of time before it begins charging the user) ; if so, 
linking to said web address (vendor/sponsor service is free of charge see col. 
1 lines 54-58); and if not, soliciting payment information from a user before 
linking to said web address and funding certain costs associated with 
providing the no-charge user linking to sponsored web pages by periodically 
charging said third party therefor (if other site beyond the vendor is visited 
a fee is charged to user before or after usage, see col. 10 lines 1 et seq) . 
Jansen does not explicitly disclose that the object was sensed with an optical 
sensor. Jacobson discloses a sensor system that uses optical technology (108, 
109, 101) to detect/sense information on an information card 111 (see col. 6 
lines 30-48) . It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art 
at the time of the invention to have combined Jacobson sensor system to Jansen 
in order to detect /sense a variety of encoded information on information card. 
One of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention would have used 
an optical sensor to detect information on an object because of its various 
and multipurpose uses (see Jacobson col. 6 lines 36-39). 

As per claims 2-3, Jansen teaches the method of claim 1 in which said first 
data structure is associated with a proxy server (see fig 2), which is co- 
located with the device. 



As per claim 4, Jansen teaches the method of claim 1 in which said first data 
structure is stored at a location remote from the device (26, fig 2) . 

As per claim 6, Jansen teaches if free access to the computer address is 
determined not to be permitted, informing a user that free access is not 
available and permitting the user to link to said computer address on a 
payment basis (see col. 4 lines 3-19. 

As per claim 7, Jansen teaches the method of claim 5, which includes accessing 
a database record in accordance with said identifier, and obtaining from said 
database record a computer address corresponding thereto (col. 4 lines 50 et 
seq) . 

As per claim 8, Jansen teaches the method of claim 5 in which said identifier 
(col. 5 line 67; col. 9 lines 50 et seq) comprises said computer address. 

As per claims 9 and 10, Jansen coding/decoding implicitly comprises decoding a 
barcode and a digital watermark (see col. 10 lines 1-22) . 
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As per claims 11-12, Jansen implicitly teaches a computer address that is a 
URL associated with a root domain, and if free linking to said address is 
permitted, then also permitting free linking to other URLs associated with 
said root domain; and a computer address that is a URL associated with a root 
domain, and said determining includes comparing said root domain with a list 
of domains to which access is to be freely permitted (see col. 4 lines 29-49). 

As per claims 13-14, Jansen implicitly teaches a method of claim 5 in which 
said determining includes checking a list comprising address data to which 
free linking is permitted (see col. 1 lines 54-60; col. 4 lines 3-20/ col. 1- 
7) ; and in which said list is stored in a data structure located remotely from 
said device (see also col. 9 lines 20-40) . 

As per claim 15, Jansen teaches a method of claim 14, which includes caching 
at least some data from said list at said device (see col. 4 lines 3-20;col. 5 
lines 33 et seq; col. 9 lines 20-40). 

As per claims 16-17, Jansen implicitly teaches a list that includes at least 
first and second domains, having first and second sponsors (vendors) 
respectively associated therewith, the method further including billing the 
first sponsor for free user access provided to the first domain, and billing 
the second sponsor for free user access provided to the second domain; and 
billing a sponsor a fee for access that is provided free to a user, wherein 
certain URLs associated with said sponsor are among computer addresses to 
which access is provided to users for free (see col. 4 lines 3-20; col. 5 
lines 33 et seq and col. 9 lines 18-40). 

As per claim 18, Jansen teaches a method of claim 17 that includes: 
accessing a database record in accordance with said identifier; obtaining from 
said database record a computer address corresponding thereto; and providing 
at least some of said fee to an entity that maintains said database record 
(see col 9 lines 20 et seq and col. 5 lines 33 et seq) . 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed In the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

Claims 32-33 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 



Jansen et al. US patent Number 6,243,450 (Applicanrs IDS). 
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As per claim 32, Jansen teaches a method of accessing a web page from a device 
(see fig 1, col 1 lines 19-24) comprising: identifying a web page that a user 
desires to view (fig 8, element 228; col 1 lines 39-44); checking whether said 
web page is in a class of web pages for which said device permits free 
viewing, said checking including checking root domain of said desired web page 
against a data structure having stored therein a catalog of root domains (col. 
1 lines 54-56; col. 10 lines 1-6; col. 12 lines 34-40; col. 4 lines 29-49 and 
3-20; since Jansen database contain or store the sites that are free and the 
ones that are not, upon the user request to see a particular site a match is 
done in order to indicate the free service; therefore, Jansen teaches the 
feature of checking a root domain) ; if said checking indicates that free 
viewing is permitted, then displaying said desired web page (vendor/sponsor 
service is free of charge col. 1 lines 54-58); if said checking does not 
indicate that free viewing is permitted, then soliciting payment from the user 
prior to displaying said desired web page if user would like to visit other 
sites beyond the vendor, a fee is charged before usage (col. 1 lines 54 et 
seq; col. 10 lines 1 et seq) . 

As per claim 33, Jansen teaches sensing data from an article presented to a 
sensor (fig 4 element 30) ; producing an article identifier by reference to 
said sensed data; querying a data structure with said data that includes said 
article identifier; and receiving back from said data structure a web page 
address (the reader presents a code to the microprocessor indicating that a 
credit card has been inserted in order to identify/select payment method so 
the user can view the web page requested col. 10 lines 8 et seq) . 



Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments filed 1 1/14/05 have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive. 

Applicants argued that Jansen does not teach: a web page sponsor by a third 
party, so that access to such web page is permitted without charge. 

Examiner respectfully submits that Applicants' interpretation of the prior art is 
inaccurate. 

Jansen teaches a sponsor web site where service is permitted without charge for 
a preset period of time (see col. 10 lines 1 et seq; col. 12 lines 34-40). Furthermore, 
Jansen broadly state that some sites (the vendor/sponsor) can be viewed free of charge 
col 1 lines 54-58. Although Jansen does not explicitly state a particular site, it must be 
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noted any site sponsored by a vendor that allows a user to browse article related to that 
particular vendor is free. Therefore, that vendor/sponsor site falls in the category of 
Jansen Broad statement regarding free service. In addition, King was cited as prior art, 
but not used. However, in the last office action Applicant was requested to consider 
King's prior art. No statement was made regarding King in the applicant's remarks filed 
on 11/14/2005. Accordingly, the rejection is maintained. 

The following prior art contains limitations that are relevant to the claimed 
invention. Applicant is requested to consider the prior art of record upon responding to 
this office action. 

King et al (6,904,450) discloses a web page sponsor by a third party, so that 
access to such web page is permitted without charge (see col. 16 lines 35 et seq). 

Conclusion 

Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP 
§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .1 36(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
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the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Frantz B. Jean whose telephone number is 571-272- 
3937. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:30-6:00 M-f. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Zarni Maung can be reached on 571 272 3939. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



Frantz Jean 




